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FirstLink Consultant Wins Prestigious Award

WEXFORD, PA, August 18, 2009

Mr. Reeg Allen, Consultant with FirstLink, the Department of Defense (DoD) National Center of Excellence for First Responder Technology Transfer, has been recognized with an award for “Outstanding Commercialization Success & Partnership” by the Far West regional chapter of the Federal Laboratory Consortium (FLC).  The award is shared with the Robotics Relay Communication System Team of the DoD’s Space and Naval Warfare (SPAWAR) Systems Center Pacific, which both invented the technology that was the subject for the award, as well as participated in its successful transfer via SPAWAR’s San Diego-based Office of Research Technology and Application.

The FLC is the nationwide network of federal laboratories that provides the forum to develop strategies and opportunities for linking laboratory mission technologies and expertise with the marketplace. FirstLink is a program designed specifically to accelerate the commercialization of first responder technologies that result from the DoD’s efforts and investments in research and development.  Formed in 2004 as a Partnership Intermediary, FirstLink has arranged over 150 technology transfer agreements addressing cooperative R&D, patent licensing, facility and equipment loans, technology testing and evaluation, funding and more.  These transfers lead to innovative products for civilian and military first responders that improve safety, security and operational performance.
 The Robotics Relay Communication System, known as ‘Relay Bricks’ is a system of communication relay nodes for ground-based robotic vehicles.  When the system detects the need, a node is deployed from a battery-powered device mounted on the robot.  The node rights itself and extends its antenna automatically to form a ‘bread crumb communication network.  Relay Bricks increases signal connection distances over 6-times farther than current systems and allows non-line of sight control, increasing operator safety during hazardous operations. 

The novel Relay Bricks technology was licensed to three companies which will take on the next steps of commercialization: Gem City Engineering & Manufacturing, InteSys LLC and DRS Technologies Inc.  A key role in the licensing activity was played by TechLink, a Defense Partnership Intermediary affiliated with Montana State University. TechLink’s extensive contribution to the licensing of Relay Bricks demonstrates the cooperation among defense intermediaries, as well as the strength of TechLink’s capabilities in license planning and negotiations.  
“I would like to commend Reeg Allen, the FirstLink team and the Robotics Relay Communication System Team at SPAWAR for this successful collaborative effort,” said FirstLink Program Director Allen Jones.  He continued, “This is a great honor awarded by a highly regarded group of business and scientific professionals. I also wish to recognize the many valuable contributions made by TechLink to licensing this technology, as well as the promotional support provided by TechMatch, a program of the West Virginia High Technology Consortium Foundation.”  

FirstLink continues to support the advancement of Relay Bricks as it progresses further toward commercial availability.
ABOUT FIRSTLINK

FirstLink is the Department of Defense National Center of Excellence for First Responder Technology Transfer, connecting the DoD with companies and investors to accelerate the commercialization of first responder technologies.  FirstLink services are provided by Pittsburgh Gateways Corp. and AMTV LLC under a Partnership Intermediary Agreement. www.DoDFirstLink.com
ABOUT SPACE AND NAVAL WARFARE SYSTEMS (SPAWAR) PACIFIC
Space and Naval Warfare Systems Center Pacific is responsible for the development of technology to collect, transmit, process, display and, most critically, manage information essential to successful military operations. The Center develops the capabilities that allow decision-makers of the Navy, and increasingly of the joint services, to carry out their operational missions and protect their forces.  Enterprise.SPAWAR.Navy.mil
